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Second to None
  The flags snapped in the hot summers  breeze, their vivid colors dancing between the gold
topped Capitol and the hazy Hartford skyline.
On the ground, uniforms of every color and
distinction were visible.  Politicians, civilians
and reporters assembled and scurried to the
best possible vantagepoint.
   In what seemed like an instant, all movement
ceased and all eyes turned Northward.
After she made her way up the driveway and
turned left toward the steps leading to her
future, the soon-to-be Governor was flanked
on her left by the elite Correctional Honor
Guard.
   Despite the nervousness that accompanies
such a prestigious event, these representatives
of the DOC displayed the utmost
professionalism led by their Commander,
Lieutenant Antonio Cusano. This is his third
inaugural ceremony in the more than 7 years
he has been a member of the unit.  Cusano
points out that for many, this was their first
taste of such a prestigious event.

Lantz to Stay
   Four days after her inauguration, Governor M. Jodi Rell summoned Commissioner
Theresa Lantz to the executive residence as one of a series of meetings that the new Governor
held with each of the more than 30 state commissioners.  During that conversation, Governor
Rell expressed her appreciation for the hard work and dedication of the staff of the
Department of Correction. Commissioner Lantz states, “Governor Rell was gracious and
straightforward in her expectations that the Department would continue to uphold our
mission of protecting the citizens of the state.  It is a great honor for me to continue to serve
as Commissioner of the Department of Correction under her leadership.  I am very
appreciative of her confidence and support.”

Commissioner Theresa Lantz and
Deputy Commissioner Carol Salsbury
address the Honor Guard before the

ceremony
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Second to None, Cont’d
  While others in the crowd tugged at their collars, wiped their brows or reached for
their water bottles, the men and women in full dress uniforms remained at attention
resolved in their mission. There is no secret cooling system under their coats to keep
them cool. “It all boils down to self-discipline” says Cusano “ It’s a sacrifice these
members provide in representing the Commissioner and the agency.”
   Before the formal ceremony had begun,
Commissioner Theresa Lantz had reviewed
the Honor Guard accompanied by Deputy
Commissioner Carol Salsbury. “It has been
a custom since Commissioner Lantz was
appointed for her to review the Honor Guard
regardless of the type of event,” says Cusano.
   Usually this unit has center stage where-
ever they go, but on this day they were one
of many. However, PRIDE has a way of
showing through in the Commander who
says he is only as good as his people.
“When in the presence of other Ceremonial
Units, there is always a little bit of
competition, but the proficiency of this unit
is second to none.” Governor Rell passes the DOC Honor

Guard on her way to the Swearing In
Ceremony

Remembering One of Our Own
   On Wednesday June 23rd co-workers, family members, and friends came together for
the Jane Tilden Memorial Gathering.  Jane had recently retired as secretary to Director
of OCPM, Fred Levesque
when she passed away last May
after a long and courageous
battle with cancer.  Jane, the
sister of Director Mary
Johnson, was a Department of
Correction employee for over
14 years.
   Near a beautiful sprouting
tree that had been planted
outside the window of Jane’s
office, Father O’ Grady blessed
the granite stone that bears her
name.  During the ceremony,
co-workers, family and friends
shared thoughts and memories of their experiences with Jane with those who had
gathered.

        Continued on Page 3, Remembering



K-9 Cadets
Although their hair is a little long by correctional standards, two new
graduates were welcomed into the DOC family last week at the Police
Training Academy in Meriden. Correctional K-9s “Nilo” and “Benny”,
led by their handlers Officers Joseph Larovera and Steven Whitehouse,
walked proudly from the stage into their new careers to the applause of
family, friends and assorted
dignitaries including Deputy
Commissioner of Operations Brian
K. Murphy.
   Although the four-legged public
servants are new to the business,
Larovera has about 10 years as a
handler and is working his third dog,
while Whitehouse has been a handler
since 1998 and is beginning life with
his second partner.  Whitehouse is
assigned to District 2 and Larovera
will work out of District 3.
   The 16-week training course was a
rigorous test of man and beast. In all,
nine handlers and dogs graduated in
the 110th class including staff from
the State and Bridgeport Police.
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  When asked why they decided to have a memorial gathering in
her honor one committee member said, “Jane touched our lives in
such a unique  way that we decided that we wanted to do
something special for her.”
   Through various fund raising efforts such as a  “Blue Jeans for
Jane Day” and a Raffle, the committee was able to purchase the
memorial stone and tree which was dedicated in her honor. They
also donated $500 to the Ovarian Cancer Society.
   The committee members were Fred Levesque, Lynn Milling,
Donna Wnuk, Heidi Palliardi, Tracy Hartshorn, Michelle Deveau
and all staff of OCPM at MWCI.
   The Jane Tilden Memorial Gathering Committee has Blue
Ribbon Memorial pins still available. All proceeds from the sale
of these pins will be donated to the Ovarian Cancer Society in
memory of Jane Tilden.  If you would like to purchase a pin, please contact Michelle Deveau at 292-3491, Lynn
Milling at 292-3404 or Donna Wnuk at 292-3401.
   The Committee members would also like to thank everyone who supported their fund raising efforts.  The fund
raiser winners were:

Stacy Hanna (MWCI - Walker Building) Quilt
Linda Gadson (MWCI- MacDougall Building) UCONN tickets

Margaret Olbrias (Jane’s sister) George Foreman Grill

Pomp and
Circumstance

Donna Pantin-
Worrell, Leadership
Apprentice - Human
Resources obtained a
Masters of Business

Administration with a concentration
in Human Resources Management
from the University of New Haven.
Donna works in the Recruitment Unit
at Central Office.

Congratulations!
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Around the
cell block

Washington-  A prison
smoking ban was delayed
four months in a

negotiated settlement with the
correction officer’s union.

Mississippi- An appeals
court has ruled in favor of
death row inmates whose

lawyers say are subject to
malfunctioning plumbing, life
threatening heat and insect
infestations.

Georgia- Three
correction officers were
suspended for letting a

rapper on work release make a video
in a maximum-security cell that
featured other inmates.

Texas- Correction
officials report that cell
phones are becoming one

of the top contraband problem among
inmates in their system.

Here are a few tips for you do-it-yourselfers and handy persons.

• Did you know by placing a piece of charcoal, chalk or several mothballs in
your toolbox that it will help prevent your tools from becoming rusty. They
attract the moisture that will rust and harm your tools.
• For those tools and equipment that becomes rusty, clean them up with some
fine steel wool (0000) and then apply a light coat of household oil or WD-
40. On some, a coat of car wax works well in preventing rust.
• A couple drops of household ammonia on a rusty nut or bolt works as well
as WD-40. Let it sit for awhile prior to trying to loosen them.
• When trying to unscrew or screw something in, always remember, left is
loose and right is tight.
• Transfer your wood glue into an empty mustard bottle. It’s designed to
allow little air to reach the glue, even if you leave it open.
• Do you have a loose wood screw? Remove the screw, push a wooden
matchstick or toothpick with some wood glue on it into the enlarged screw
hole, break it off even with the surface and then replace the screw. Winding
some steel wool around the screw in lieu of the matchstick trick will also
work.

Did you know is an informational column written by the Facili-
ties Management and Engineering Unit, aimed at increasing your
knowledge of issues in our everyday lives.  This week’s issue
was submitted by Mark Rashaw  who can be reached at 860-
692-7558. If you have any questions or an  idea  for a future col-
umn please contact David Batten, Acting Director at 860-692-7554.

Did you know?

Farewell to Warden Carter

   Warden Michael Carter retired from the Depart-
ment of Correction after 26 years with the agency.
When asked what he was going to do now that he
is a “free” man, he stated (with a HUGE smile)” I
am going to relax and enjoy the summer.”
   A party to celebrate  Warden Carter’s retirement
will be held on July 22, 2004  at 4:00 p.m. at J &
G Restaurant  located at 35 South Main Street,
Rt. 187 East Granby, CT.  The cost is $10 and you
can make the donation at the door. For ticket in-
formation please  contact Joanne McIntosh at 860-
627-2102. MacDougall-Walker CI Staff bid a fond farewell to Warden

Michael Carter as he exits the facility on his last day.
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Supervised
Population
on July 15

2 2 8 70

On  July 15, 2003 the population
was 22,992.

 Quality of Work Life members from Cheshire CI and Webster CI prepared
an egg sandwich breakfast to raise money for Special Olympics.  Cheshire
Correctional Officer Banjie
Vazquez and Webster
Correctional Counselor
Donna Gomez organized
the event that raised
$250.00.  Each supporter of
the event received a torch
run certificate that now
hangs on the walls at the
entrance of the Webster
Correctional Institution.
Overall it was a great
morning as the staff
members from both facilities
worked together.

       Webster and Cheshire CI QWL members

Congrats
Warden Bruce Cuscovitch
is joined by the staff of
Willard-Cybulski CI in
extending his
congratulations to C/O
Adam Morgan and his

wife Brenda on the birth of their son,
Adam Jr.  Baby Adam was born on
July 2, 2004 weighing in at 9 lbs. 7
oz. and is 20 1/2 inches long.

QWL Donates to the
Special Olympics

Graduations are normally joyous times for parents as they take pride and
celebrate the accomplishments of their children.  In many cases, even a
graduation behind bars evokes that same reaction.  Recently, Warden
Moises Gonzalez of Manson YI, received a thank you letter from an
inmate’s mother as a result of her son’s graduation.  “ I was very proud of
my son’s
achievements,
graduating with
honors,” said the
mother.  “I have
seen a positive
change in him.  It
has been a long
hard time for him
and our family,
but I can see that
he is headed
back in the right
direction.  I have
t e n t a t i v e l y
enrolled him in Housatonic Community College in anticipation of his
release.  It is a tribute to you and your staff,” she said.

The Office of Public
Information has established
a new “intranet” site for the
Department of Correction
staff called “Doc in the
News.”  It provides current
media articles from across
the state involving the
agency, as well as notices
and important information
for staff.  It can only be
accessed within the agency
by going to the X drive and
clicking on DOC in the
News.  Any submissions or
suggestions may be sent to
the Office of Public
Information at
DOC.PIO@po.state.ct.us or
by calling 860-692-7780.

A Parent says Thank You

DOC in the
News
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Murphy, Michael  Capt          BCC
Nevith, Leeartis  C/O           CRCC
Noyce, George  C/O            CRCC
Palmer, Gregory  C/O          CRCC
Penn, Theresa  Capt             CRCC
Place, Chet  C/O CRCC
Plasse, Richard  C/O                CCI
Robitaille, David  C/O         CRCC
Shaw, Matthew  C/O               BCC
Shustock, Paul  CFSS III      CRCI
Smith, Michael  Lt                 BCC
Sorensen, Susan CC                 BCC
Stachen, Mark  Lt                 CRCC
Suchecki, Joseph  Des Eng III   CO
Testa, Joseph  CFSM          MWCI
Thompson, Bradley  C/O     CRCC
Tracz, Betty Lou  Off Asst  CRCC
Viele, Timothy  C/O            CRCC
Verdone, Mark  Capt           CRCC
Wargo, Kenneth  Vol Coord   CCI
Ware, Michael  C/O             CRCC
Williams, Timothy  C/O         BCC
Woodall, Russell  C/O         CRCC

MVP’s:
Barbour, Benjamin  C/O      CRCC
Barros, Wanda  C/O             MWCI
Bates, Edward  C/O                BCC
Brady, John  CFSS II              CRCI
Carlone, Joseph  Capt             CCI
Daley, Christopher  C/O      CRCC
Dickson, Brian  C/O            CRCC
DiGangi, Joyce  Off Asst    CRCC
Gaughran, Michael  CFSM MWCI
Golas, Steven  C/O              CRCC
Gordon, Annette  Rec Spec CRCC
Guarino, David  CS                BCC
Hensch, Patrick  C/O           CRCC
Hirschboeck, Mark  C/O     CRCC
Keck, Wayne  CC                CRCC
Kelley, William  C/O           CRCC
Krasner, Robert  CFSS II      CRCI
Mancarella, Paul  Lt               BCC
Maskell, Tomest  CC             BCC
Murphy, Mary Ann  CC      CRCC
Murphy, Melissa   Capt          BCC

Calendar
July 24 - The 13th
Annual K-9 Olympics
will be held at the
UCONN West
Campus, Rt. 44 (girls

practice soccer field) starting at 8:30
a.m.  The day long event will feature
competiton between local police,
State Police and the Department of
Correction.  Please No Pets.

July 24 - A “Law
Enforcement Night” will
take place at Enchanted
Garden, 88 Pratt St.,

Hartford, CT. beginning at 9 p.m.
Tickets are available for $12.00 and
must be purchased in advance by
calling Linda Gadson at
860.627.2220, Jerry Kelly or Kelly
Watkins at 860.763.6240, Robin
Sutherland at 860.566.7500, Pat
Freeman at 203.250.2666, Jeff
Adgers at 860.691.6700, Will
Mobley at 203.579.6131 orTony
Ligon at 203.789.7111.

August 6 - Annual Awards
Ceremony

August 21 - The 5th Annual Shelly
Vogel Memorial Run is scheduled
for Saturday, August 21st begininng
with a breakfast and sign in at 11:00
a.m. at the Italian Benefit Society in
Stafford Springs, CT.  Tickets for the
nearly 50 mile run are available for
$25.00 and will include dinner, a
raffle and a band.  Shelly was a
medic at MWCI & Osborn and a
Secretary for Local 391.  Proceeds
will benefit various charties and a
scholarship established in her name.
For info please call Elaine Lukas at
860.627.2113.

On June 1, 2004 3 members of Enfield CI, Correctional Counselor Dee
Staub, Correctional Counselor Clarence Blackman and Counselor Supervisor
Jaime Maldonado were awarded licenses from the state of Massachusetts
to practice alcohol and drug
treatment. Counselor Staub obtained
the License Alcohol and Drug
Counselor II, which allows her to
practice alcohol and drug treatment
under the supervision of a clinical
supervisor. Counselor Blackman and
Counselor Supervisor Maldonado
obtained the License Alcohol and
Drug Counselor I, which allows him
to practice independently and
provide clinical supervision. Ms.
Staub, Mr. Blackman and Mr.
Maldonado will make application for
the Connecticut certification in July
2004.

Job Well
Done

(L-R) Clarence Blackman, Dee
Staub and Jaime Maldonado



On Thursday June 10, 2004 an Opportunity Resource Fair was held at the
John R. Manson Youth Institution. The school staff at MYI coordinated the
fair, which involved 39 resource vendors.  The mission of the fair was to
develop continuity in opportunities and resources for the reintegrating
offender.  The vendors included 4 state agencies, 12 employment placement
organizations, 10 social service and family support organizations, 7 job skill
d e v e l o p m e n t
organizations and
several private
employers. The fair is
an annual event, which
makes a connection
between inmates and
post incarceration
resources to increase
their opportunities for
successful integration in
their communities. Over
160 inmates attended
this years fair.

MYI Job Fair

Welcome Home
 On Friday  June 4th DOC staff, family and friends gathered  at the Maloney
Center for Training and Staff  Development to welcome home Lieutenant
Timothy Woodcock.  Lt. Woodcock, a fifteen year veteran with the agency,
returned for his first day of work since his deployment to Iraq  in  January
of 2003.  As a member of the  Army Reserves for over 22 years, he is the
Command Seargeant Major  with the  310th Military Police Battalion out of
Uniondale, New York. During the 11
months deployment, his unit worked to
help establish an Iraqi prison (not Abu
Gharab) and train Iraqi police and
correctional officers.  The unit also  worked
in an EPW (Enemies Prisoners of War)
camp.  He returned home in March.  Lt.
Woodcock stated, “I want  to thank
Commissioner Lantz, her administration,
the staff at Maloney and my friends
throughout the agency for all their support
to me and other military personnel who
have been deployed since 9/11. It is a great
feeling to get the letters and packages from
home and know that you are being thought
of.”

L-R) Lt. Timothy Woodcock
seen with Lt. Charles Woodin

of MCTSD
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Warden Moises Gonzalez
and the staff of Manson
Youth Institution are sad-
dened by the passing of

Felton Parker, husband of Addiction
Services Counselor Edna Glenn who
passed away on 6/28/04.

Warden Walter Ford and
staff members of Bridge-
port CC are saddened by
the death of Raul

Satawhite, father of Correction Of-
ficer Robert Satawhite.

Warden Robert Correa  of
New Haven CC is sad-
dened by the passing of
Record Specialist I Richard

Andrade, a  member of the depart-
ment since 1991.  Mr. Adrade is the
brother of Correctional Stores Super-
visor Mark Andrade of Central Of-
fice.  Warden Correa is joined by staff
in extending condolences to the fam-
ily of Mr. Andrade.

Warden Lori Ricks and staff
of York CI are saddened by
the passing of Correction
Officer Jack Mineo,

husband of Correctional Counselor
Edith Mineo.

Warden John Sieminski of
Robinson CI is joined by
his staff in extending con-
dolences to Correction

Officer William Carabine, whose
wife passed  away on June 28, 2004.

Condolences


